
CITY OF VINELAND, NJ 

RESOLUTION NO. 2022-______ 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION OF A 

GRANT APPLICATION AND GRANT AGREEMENT FOR 

GRANT FUNDING FROM THE NEW JERSEY 

DEPARTMENT OF COMMUNITY AFFAIRS IN THE 

AMOUNT OF $1,000,000.00 TO FUND AN EQUITY 

INVESTMENT IN WEEKLY WORLD NEWS STUDIOS, 

LLC HO-HO-KUS, NEW JERSEY FOR MOVIE 

PRODUCTION AT THE LANDIS MARKET PLACE.   

WHEREAS, the City of Vineland wishes to apply for a grant to be received from the New 

Jersey Department of Community affairs for approximately $1,000,000.00 to fund an equity 

investment in Weekly World News Studios, LLC, Ho-Ho-Kus, New Jersey for movie production 

to take place at the Landis Market Place.   

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Council of the City of Vineland that 

the Mayor and Clerk are hereby authorized to execute the application for such grant as well as the 

grant agreement and any other documents necessary in connection therewith. 

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED that the City Council recognizes and accepts that the 

Department of Community Affairs may offer a lesser or greater amount and therefore, upon receipt 

of the grant agreement from the New Jersey Department of Community Affairs, does further 

authorize the Mayor and Clerk to execute any such grant agreement; and upon receipt of the fully 

executed agreement from the Department, does further authorize the expenditure of funds pursuant 

to the terms of the agreement by and between the City of Vineland and the New Jersey Department 

of Community Affairs. 

Adopted: 

 President of Council 

ATTEST: 

    City Clerk 
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ctw oF

Sandy Forosisky

June29,2022

VINELAND

Memo
City Council Members

s{

Attached is a UEZ project that was approved by the Enterprise Zone Development
Corp. of Vineland and Millville to use first generation UEZ funds to make a $1,000,000
equity investment in Weekly World Studios LLC. The film company will locate in

downtown Vineland in the Landis Marketplace and establish a film studio there. The

$1 ,000,000 will be an equity investment that will be repaid with a 10% return on
investment plus a 50/50 split of the profits on their first film after all investors are repaid.
The Company will also be applying for NJ Film Credits that of 35o/o + 2% for diversity.
The funding monetized from the credits will be applied to repayment of the equity
investment.

The company has committed to doing three films by 2026 at the studio. The studio
plans to have 15 full-time year round employees at the studio and 135 part-time during
filming of movies. This will benefit local restaurants and hotels in the area as well as the
downtown.

The equity investment is being made so that Vineland can also benefit from the State's
push to have a strong film industry in the State. There has been much progress made in

North Jersey in growing a strong film industry bul not as much progress in South
Jersey. This will allow Vineland to be a part of the growing industry.

To:

From:

Date:

Re:

WHERE IT'S ALTAYS GRO}?I'I,G SEASO|J

UEZ Project - Weekly World News Studios, LLC



New Jersey Department of Community Affairs
APPLICATION FOR GRANT FTJNDS

STANDARD GRANT COVER SIIEET
2022-08032-0905

Urban Enterpri-se zone - Vinefand 2022
l. DCA Program to Which Applicant is Applying:

2. Name of Applicant AgencY
vineland CitY

3. Street Address
640 East tlood Street Post office Box 150 8

County
Cunlcerland

Zip Code
08362-1508

State
New Jersey

City
vinefand

Title
Legal Analyst

4. Official Contact Person
Mr. Gregory Gallo

Phone Number
( 856) ?94-4000

Title
Director of Economic & Co

5. Program Contact Person
Ms. Sandra Folosisky

6. Proposed Project/Grant Title
weekly worl-d Neus Studlos - Equity lnvestment

Program Type
Projects : Revolving Loan Program: ,leekly world Nerrs I-LC

9. Funds from Othet Sources

$1,000,000
8. Requested Amount

$1,000,000
7. Total Cost ofthe Project

s2,000,000
10. Project Locatiou (if Different from Applicant Agency)

Sreet Address
631 E. Landis Avenue

Room Numberzip
08360-0000

State
Neu Jersey

City
vineland

13. Tax Exempt ID12. Employer ID
216AA16'7 A

I l. Vendor Number
216001670-99

14. Area(s) Benefiting:

City of vineland,

for weekly world NeLrs Studios to locate in the Main Street District of the dountown in
ai- anci,or- uu:-rding of 3?,000 sq. ft. The studio rrirr be a fu]I-service television and

rnotj,on picture productj-on conpany and a production facility'

15. Briefly describe the Project for which you are seeking funds.

Phone number
(8s6) ? 94-4 000



16. a. Will any member of the Board of DtectorslTrustees receive any direct or

b. Does any member of tle Board of Directors/Trustees serve on any board, council commission,

task forie which has regulatory or advising influence on the funding program? E Yes
cornmittee or

ENo

indirect personal or monetary

Ifyes, please describe

gain from the firnding of this grant?

EYes ENo

Phone Number
(856) 794-4000

Title
CEO

17. Fiscal Contact Person
Ms, Susan Baldosaro

19. Name of CPA Firm Appointed by Grantee18. Agency Fiscal Year
t/7lo 12/3),

thipplicertiertifica
thorized

lithireceivedapp
conditions regulation,policiessubj

catidescribedwhichffairs

su tned sband lief dataalls,trerhi kno ledthatES the ofbestThe cantIi fi getionC20 app
ofbodthedulbeen auhas vThe by govemrngcorrect.and vattachmentsandcatrli onapp

cati shallon beresula ot f Sasand thatunderstands appfurthericant andthe any grantagrees
foewN artmentlsuedls therulesandotlerand ersey Dept bytoect the glan-

ln a onsonsinclude ppA grantCommuni provrsrty

Date of ApplicationSipature of ApplicantName and Title of Applicant (Print)

to
are true document

instructions.



OBJECTIVES

Obj ective Number: t

Short Description: Spur economic activity in the downtosm

Detailed

A film studio ln the downtown will put feet on the street and there rJill
be more people eating at the restaurants and shopping at Local stores'
Ls a resilt, Locat businesses rril] benefit in addition to new businesses
coming to the downtown.

Methods

Locate the filn studio in a vacant 37,000 square foot building o,ned by
the Vineland Development Corp. The buildj-ng has been vacant for several
v.it" i"a is the anchor building to the downtown' Housing the filn
iiraio i" this building will revitalize an anchor building and add
vitality to the dorltown.

Evaluation

Increased foot traffic in the dorntown and a sustainable tenant in the
anchor building.

Application Program Component: Weekly World News LLC



OBJECTIVES

objective Number: 2

Short Description: Create a new industry that will benefii business

Detailed

The presence of a film studio will benefit loca1 businesses by uti'lizing
exisling vendors for film production, ]ocal hotels and restaurants for
out of iown actors, producers, and others working on the set'

Methods

By attracting out of toltn individuals to the area, they $ill requj-re
foaqing and rneals which wilt benefit the local businesses'

Evaluatioo

Increase in hotel stays and covels at restaurants.

Application Program Component: Woekly World News LLC



OBJECTIVES

Short Description: Create new jobs for local residents

Detailed Description

The film studio rrill create new jobs for l-ocal residents such as crew,
production assistants. studio staff. Pod casE staff and other related
jobs .

Methods

As a result of having a studio j-n the City they $'i11 have to hlre focal
staff through advertj-sing and hiring events for all open posi.tions.

Evaluation

The nunber of new empfoyees hired.

Application Program Component: weekly Wodd News LLC

Objective Number: 3



OBJECTTVES

Short Description: Opportjnities Ior a diverse worHorce.

Detailed Description

fhe studio is conmi,tted to hirlng a racialLy and ethnicalfy diverse
workforce to provj.de opportunities for decent living Bages and
opportunities that wele not previously available.

Methods

A conmitment to target racially and ethnically diverse xorkers in
hiring.

Evaluation

Nunber of raciafly and ethnically diverse {orkers.

Application Program Component: weekly Wo.ld Nev,/s LLC

Objective Number: 4



Scope of Services

the Weekly Wol1d News Studios project furthers the State's objective when it created the New Jelsey
Filn and oj.gital l4edi" Tax credit to help strengthen the state's economy by atlracting film,
television, and digital media ploduction, as HeIl as the associated benefit that is genelated
through these plod;ctio[s, such ^t permanent job cleation, decent livinq i'rages, iocreased toulism
activity and siending, infrastructuie and comnunity investneo! in Ploduction facilities, suPPort
for locil srnalf businesses and vendors, alld the expected surge in value from media exPosure. To

attlact a filn studio to vineland, the city is Ploposing to make a $1,000,000 equity investment
that r.,ill be repaid with a 1Ot letuln on investneilt. Ill addition, after all equity investols ale
paid, the profiis from thei! first filn will be split 50/50 between investors and the conPany.

Vleekly vtorld Nerrs (WWN) Studio wilI be a ful1-selvice television and motion pj.ctsule Ploduction

"o.p.iy 
.na a production facility- WWN Studios ',itl develop and ptoduce plojects.for 1,9,, film and

poJiiii tu""a primarity at first on i{wN's library of conLent. This liblary co.tains 115,000+
;lticles and 3b0+ chalacters to exploit. WWN Studios will also develoP nel.' Projects and partner
,"iit -pi"a"-ii"" 

compani.es in the U;ited states and Europe on othe! projects. weekfy world News is a

liouui .nt.rt.inment brand that has been in existence since 1979. It has launched iconic
6h.r.ct"r", Bat Boy. Ph.D- Ape, Manigato!, and a valiety of Aliens characters, a&ong many othels.
w..lfy w".:.a News ias in print for oier 30 years with a,eekly cilculation.of 1'5 rnillion with
milliins of fans. The conpany is expanding its reach i.n to Tv/Fi1n/Podcasting and the metavelse.

wwN studios plans to ploduce three feature filins in curberland cou[ty and a Tv Pilot - aLL by 2026.
aJJiii."irlv, they wiir be developing othe! plojecrs to be filmed in Neir Jersey and other locatj.ons
n.iili. wwN- lt"diis wiII be partniring wittr ottrir production conpanies to assist.in the developrnent
oi tnlir projects as welf as assistin; the, in the ple-production, production and Post Production
oi tirai. proj"at". They-also plan on iaving a YouTube Cleato! aiea, in rhich content creators in
cumberland c;unty can partner with wliN studios to cteate YouTube videos, Tiktok videos or Podcasts.
wwN siuaios ptani to .it.tti"h vineland as a hub for fvlEiln production i.!r cutbelland county.

wItN studios lrilI plovide equiptnent, selvices and various amenities for production. ?heir oo-site
iiqirtinq and grip- equipmeni piovides traditional and specialized equipment to suppolt a featule
ti.in, tilevision shon or comirercial production. The Sound Uixing Studio Plovides a fu11-service
post_production sound company compriied of talent opelating a sound mixing facllity. There will be
'a re-iecording stage and la ion "tage- rhele will be podcast studj.o set up for podcasters in
Cun rel1and County to come a,,d re.o.i their podcasts, in paltnership with WWN Studios and /o! as a

selvice. The Studio pl.ans to offer camela lentals fron brands such as RED, ARRf, Canon, Sony,
iii"X^ugi", and moie throuqhout the alea, They also ca!!y lenses such as Cooke S4s,. zeiss U.Itra
prjres,-zeiss supe! speeds, and many othe! t!tres of pritne and zooltl lenses that can be conbined vj.th
their camela Packages.

The key personnel include Greg D,Alessandro as chief cleative officer, D'Afessandro has served as

the Edlt;r-In-chief and CEo oi tieekly world Neus since August 2019 and was Senio! Edito! fron
iOiO-iOtS, rrriting/editi.ng over 5,00b articles and cleating many characters. Joe Corcoian iI1 be

Execulive producei. Corcoran has been producing theater, film, nusic and cleating businesses in the
."i.iiii"..nt space fo! the past 30 yeirs. tte has produced cLose to a dozen sho,s, both on and off
Bloadway, incluiing the Toni nonj"nated Jesus Chri.st Supersta! in 2015, and mega musical Doctor
ifrirugo'in 2016. J6e was af-so the o.iginal ploducer of Tony nr Tina's wedding. Robert Dragotta will
also ierve as Executive producer- Dragotta is a lesident of Cumberland County and has been a

froducer of theater and documentaly films for over 25 yea.s, He filst Produced the documentary filn
'EncounLers ,ith Truth. featuling Raj Mohan Gandhi, Glandson of Mahatna Gandhi in 1991. In 20Ol-02,
he produced the national tour oa so;e Like It tlot, stalling the late Tony Curtis. Jeff Mazzola r.ill

"a.^ra 
ur Head of ploductioa Jeff has rolked in the fvlmotion Picture industay for ove! 35 years. He

has wolked ctosely with distingmished film directors as Woody Allen, Stanley Tucci, t'tike Newe11,

Flancis Eord coppo:.a, John Badham, Nola Ephron, and lilartin scorsese. t'lazzola has worked as an

independent p.oiuc.r on nunelous filns inaludinq: "It ttad to Be You," Sucker Punch", "l'lama Mia,"
"Men Lie," and "The Cottonwood. "
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Urban Enterprise Zone - Vineland 2022

AGENCY BACKGROLTI}-I)

la- Did the prior phase create jobs?

lb.Ifyes, how many jobs were created?

lc. If yes, how many jobs have been retained?

ld-What is ttre square mileage of your zone's boundary?

Yes uo E]Nle



Urban Enterprise zone - Vinefand 2022
I,OAN INFORMATION

Interest Rats:

Tsrm: (months)

Lender:

Borrower:

Entity Serrricing Loan:

Collateral:

First Lien Holder:

Second Lien Holder:

Retum on Investment:

10

0

E Z DCVM

weekly world News LLC

E ZDCVM

Equity Investment

N/A

N/A

$100,000.00



Urban Enterprise zone - Vinefand 2022
I,OAN INFORMATION

Interest Rats:

Tsrm: (months)

Lender:

Borrower:

Entity Serrricing Loan:

Collateral:

First Lien Holder:

Second Lien Holder:

Retum on Investment:

10

0

E Z DCVM

weekly world News LLC

E ZDCVM

Equity Investment

N/A

N/A

$100,000.00


